Forming Memories

May 12th-13th, 2018

SERIES: Calling and Responding to Godly Leadership
SPEAKER: John Williamson (Timberlake/Downtown), Glen Robinson (Altavista),
Theo Griffin (Downtown) STUDY GUIDE: Small Group Writing Team

Read: Joshua 4.
4 When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Take twelve men from
the people, from each tribe a man, 3 and command them, saying, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of the
midst of the Jordan, from the very place where the priests' feet stood firmly, and bring them over with you
and lay them down in the place where you lodge tonight.’” 4 Then Joshua called the twelve men from the
people of Israel, whom he had appointed, a man from each tribe. 5 And Joshua said to them, “Pass on
before the ark of the Lord your God into the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his
shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign among you.
When your children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?’ 7 then you shall tell them that
the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it passed over the
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to the people of Israel a memorial
forever.” 8 And the people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took up twelve stones out of the
midst of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, just as the Lord told
Joshua. And they carried them over with them to the place where they lodged and laid them down there. 9
And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests bearing
the ark of the covenant had stood; and they are there to this day. 10 For the priests bearing the ark stood in
the midst of the Jordan until everything was finished that the Lord commanded Joshua to tell the people,
according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua. The people passed over in haste. 11 And when all the
people had finished passing over, the ark of the Lord and the priests passed over before the people. 12 The
sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh passed over armed before the people
of Israel, as Moses had told them. 13 About 40,000 ready for war passed over before the Lord for battle, to
the plains of Jericho. 14 On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they stood in awe
of him just as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life. 15 And the Lord said to Joshua, 16
“Command the priests bearing the ark of the testimony to come up out of the Jordan.” 17 So Joshua
commanded the priests, “Come up out of the Jordan.” 18 And when the priests bearing the ark of the
covenant of the Lord came up from the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up
on dry ground, the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its banks, as before. 19
The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they encamped at Gilgal on
the east border of Jericho. 20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at
Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of Israel, “When your children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What
do these stones mean?’ 22 then you shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry
ground.’ 23 For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the
Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of
the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.”

Notes…
•
•
•
•
•
•

God gives specific instructions AFTER the CROSSING of the Jordan (vs 1-3)
A SIGN for the people given in a show of UNITY (vs 4-6a)
The central PURPOSE for the SIGN (vs 6-7)
A SUMMARY of the crossing, with the effect it had on ISRAEL (vs 8-14)
The WATERS of the Jordan RETURN (vs 15-18)
God’s REDEMPTION on DISPLAY (vs 19-24)

Bottom Line: We have a mandate to remember and testify to God’s faithfulness.
For those not yet living a Jesus-centered life
• Listen to the STORIES of GOD’S FAITHFULNESS

For those living a Jesus-centered life
• Establish REMINDERS for yourself of God’s FAITHFULNESS
• Take REST in the truth that God is FAITHFUL
• TESTIFY to God’s faithfulness, especially to the NEXT GENERATION
Discussion Questions:
1. In thinking back on this week’s sermon, do you regularly remind yourself of God’s faithfulness as an
intentional spiritual discipline? If so, how can someone who struggles with this improve on this
practice?
2. In reflecting on the principle of the memorial stones in Joshua 4, what memorial stones did you
inherit from the previous generation? What stones do you currently have? And what will you pass
on to the next generation of faithful people?
3. Since we have discussed God’s faithfulness so much does this week, what does it really mean for
God to be faithful? Have you felt like He has been faithful to you recently? How does your
understanding on His Kingdom and Shalom need to adjust your perspective on God’s faithfulness?
4. What story of God’s faithfulness do you have to personally share with others? Now, who is the Lord
leading you to share that with this week and what type of encouragement or accountability do
you need to be faithful in that?
5. How do you need to display your memorial stones of faith to non-believers this week to be faithful
and give honor to God who rightfully deserves it?
OPTIONAL Throughout the Week: Read through the text below this week and ask yourself these five questions
as you seek to further understand Paul’s letter to the church in Galatia.
1. Is there a command to obey?
2. Is there an example to follow?
3. Is there a promise to claim?
4. Is there a sin to avoid?
5. Is there a principle to follow?

Monday: Read Galatians 1 Tuesday: Galatians 2 Wednesday: Galatians 3 Thursday: Galatians 4
Friday: Galatians 5

